
https://resilience-recovery-relief.eventbrite.com.au
Tickets at $55 (incl. GST) 

https://resilience-recovery-relief.eventbrite.com.au


Keynote Speaker

Genevieve Elliott – Lived Experience
Genevieve Elliott, an award winning author of ‘Screaming in Silence’, will share her ordeal living with a 
domestic abuser who was also sexually abusing her children. 

Ashley Gobeil & Elly Raffo - Re-learning to connect, feel joy and trust again: Child Inclusive Practice in a 
domestic violence case management framework
A trauma informed good practice approach, known as Child Inclusive Practice Pathway, for working 
alongside children and their mothers who have experienced domestic and family violence. It will include 
a general understanding of how current practice models can be adapted to equip both case workers 
and mothers in expanding knowledge of trauma based responses, what may be underneath children’s 
behaviours, improve emotional well-being, and repair and strengthen relationships; and highlight useful 
trauma informed concept 

Geoff Hazell and Sal Dennis - What does ‘safety’ mean to the people we support? Challenging our 
assumptions and influencing ideas about safety. 
This presentation will focus on a division known as sightlines. Through the “concepts of safety “project, this 
presentation will highlight the learnings, resources and efforts used to challenge assumptions and influence 
ideas about safety. 

Denise Beckwith - Silent Tears - Breaking down the silos of disability and violence experienced by 
women 
Silent Tears is a multimedia exhibition that brings the experiences of violence and abuse that are 
experienced by disabled women to the attention of the global community. 

Conference Topics  

Professor Linda Coates 
A professor in the department of Psychology at Okanagan College. She is 
one of the founders of Response-Based Practice, and has published and 
presented on topics related to violence, social interaction, and language.  

Linda has conducted numerous studies demonstrating how language can be 
used to conceal violence, mitigate perpetrators’ responsibility, blame victims, 
and conceal victim resistance. She pioneered the use of the term “unilateral” 
to describe violent interactions, and “mutualizing” to describe how those 
unilateral violent actions are misrepresented as mutual.

Denise Beckwith
Denise Beckwith is a PhD Candidate at Western Sydney University. Denise’s 
 PhD is exploring sexual education provision for women with physical 
disability  and potential experiences of violence. 

Denise has in excess of sixteen years work experience in the disability-rights 
 advocacy sector having exposure to and experience in both non-government 
and  government service provision. Denise has experience in disability 
consultancy  roles and more recently, has academic teaching experience in 
the discipline of  social work. Denise believes disability inclusion will only be 
achieved through  pro-active consultation.



Monique Dam - Advocating for change: Women on temporary visas experiencing domestic violence
This presentation will outline the struggles women and children, on temporary visas, face when attempting 
to access services. It will introduce a National Advocacy Group, which was formed in March 2018, to 
advocate for change. The results of this new data collection will be shared in this presentation. 

Jack Whitney – Intimate Partner Violence – Critical reflection of a male social worker
This presentation explores the critical reflections of a male social worker providing therapeutic interventions 
to women in NSW Health who have experienced intimate partner violence (IPV).  

Alex Davis & Rosalie O’Neale – Technology Abuse
This presentation will provide participants with an overview of the ways technology can be misused, how 
women can identify it, and how the devices and social media platforms they use can be made safer and 
more secure. It will provide information for frontline workers about the relevant laws, including evidence 
collection and how to report image-based abuse.

Robyn Gilbert -Documenting Domestic Violence – How Health Workers Can Help?
Health workers are usually a survivor’s first point of contact. Along with this goes the responsibility 
of documenting incidences of domestic violence, and assisting with a broad range of referrals. The 
presentation will address health professionals on the issue of documenting incidents of domestic violence. 
In particular, it will address the sexual assault communications privilege (SACP), which protects clients who 
have experienced sexual assault from having their records subpoenaed, disclosed to the prosecution and 
defence and used in evidence. 

Senior Constable Alana Jamieson - Strangulation
This brief presentation on strangulation has evolved from a recommendation via the Domestic Violence 
Death Review Team, which aims to educate on the seriousness of strangulation, signs and symptoms of 
strangulation, Short and Long term health consequences for victims, legislative changes and tools to assist 
in evidence collection. 
 
SSI Panel: Dr Astrid Perry, Juliana Nkrumah AM, Caroline Dimond, Kane Alkoraghooli, Mariam Akoba, 
Ashwa Alkalamshi, & Sarah Yahya - A cross sector approach to Settlement and Domestic and Family 
Violence 

This interactive workshop will begin with short presentations by thought leaders and practitioners in the 
field, who will explore three strategies adopted by Settlement Services International (SSI) to facilitate a cross 
sector and organisational approach to DFV. 
 • Developing a Community of Practice
 • Working with Mainstream Services – Men’s Behaviour Change (MBC) Programs
 • Engaging young people in service design and delivery.

The presenters will then join a facilitated panel, where they will discuss key learnings, challenges and 
successes; and encourage opportunities for future collaboration and cross-sectoral partnerships.

Conference Topics  



8:00 - 8:30 am Arrival and Registration

8:30 am

Welcome and Opening Address 

Genevieve Elliott  
Lived Experience 

Ashley Gobeil & Elly Raffo 
Re-learning to connect, feel joy and truat again: Child Inclusive Practice 
in a domestic violence case management framework 

Denise Beckwith
Silent Tears - Breaking down the silos of disability and violence 
experienced by women 

10.15 am Morning Tea

10.30 am

Professor Linda Coates

Geoff Hazell and Sal Dennis
What does ‘safety’ mean to the people we support? Challenging our 
assumptions and influencing ideas about safety 

Jack Whitney  
Intimate Partner Violence: Critical reflection of a male social worker 

Monique Dam 
Advocating for change: Women on temporary visas experiencing 
domestic violence

12.30 pm Lunch

1.20 pm

Robyn Gilbert
Documenting Domestic Violence – How health workers can help?

Alex Davis & Rosalie O’Neale 
Technology Abuse 

2.20 pm Afternoon Tea

2.35 pm

Senior Constable Alana Jamieson
Strangulation 

SSI Panel 
A cross-sector approach to Settlement and Domestic and Family 
Violence

3.40 pm – 4:00 pm Closing Remarks

Conference Program



Sponsors

Supporters

South 
West Sydney 
Domestic Violence Committee 
consists of CORE Community Services, NSW 
Department of Justice, Drugs and Alcohol Multicultural Education 
Centre (DAMEC), Bonnie Support Services, Department of Human Services and 
Women’s domestic violence court advocacy services

Tickets on sale now! 
https://resilience-recovery-relief.eventbrite.com.au

For more information on this conference, please contact: 

Rola Rifai on dv@corecs.org.au or (02) 9727 0477 
OR
Sam Borka on sam.borka@justice.nsw.gov.au or (02) 8688 6655

Visit: 
https://corecs.org.au/domestic-and-family-violence-conference-2018
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